
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE JACKSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY 

Resolution No. 2025-02 
Homeless Bill of Rights 

 
1.​ Whereas, the Democratic Party of Jackson County (DPCC) acts to advance housing as a human right and 

justice for unsheltered community members; and 
 
2.​ Whereas, the Supreme Court decision in “City of Grants Pass v. Johnson” (1) has accelerated the 

criminalization of homelessness (2); and 
 
3.​ Whereas, preliminary statistics for Oregon in 2024 suggest that deaths among unhoused residents in 

Oregon are more than three times higher than for the general population and deaths among unhoused 
persons younger that 65 are over two times more than the same age group in the general population (3); 
and 

 
4.​ Whereas, 224 laws in Oregon currently restrict, criminalize and punish people for performing life sustaining 

activities in a public space (4); and   
 
5.​ Whereas, locally, Ashland has had difficulty providing extreme weather shelter for its residents (5) and 

recently approved an additional enhanced law enforcement area (ELEA) that criminalizes simple acts of 
daily living (6); and 

 
6.​ Whereas, extrajudicial banishment by police or other city officials takes away an individual’s right to legal 

counsel through due process (7) prior to judgment and penalty, thereby imposing unusual punishment (8) 
and violating their civil rights (9); and  

 
7.​ Whereas, criminalizing homelessness does not provide a link to social services for domestic violence 

survivors or to people suffering from mental health or physical health issues(10); and  
 
8.​ Whereas, our current criminal justice system forces individuals to constantly relocate and potentially places 

them at risk for arrest, jail time and court appearances, causing them trauma and creating obstacles to 
their attempts to improve their circumstances (11); and 

 
9.​ Whereas, criminalizing the unhoused does not address the factors that lead to homelessness: 

unemployment, low income, and unaffordable healthcare, nor does it create opportunities for 
employment or affordable housing (12); and  

 
10.​Whereas, by punishing survival behaviors and demonizing and stereotyping unhoused individuals as 

dangerous, communities come to accept police as the solution to poverty (13); and 
 

11.​Whereas, 2024 data from the United States Interagency Council on Homelessness (USICH) shows that 
people who identify as Black, African American, or African continue to be overrepresented among the 
population experiencing homelessness, such overrepresentation making discrimination inherent in 
criminalizing unhoused individuals (14); and  

 
12.​Whereas, a recent study that examined nine U.S. cities concluded that criminalizing homelessness, due to 

the cost of police, courts, jail and hospital resources, is more expensive than investments in support and 
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prevention services showing, on average, that it costs $87 to house someone in jail and only $28 to house 
them in a shelter (15); and 

 
13.​Whereas, housing is unaffordable for many Jackson County residents, exacerbating homelessness (16); and 
 
14.​Whereas, recent reporting has shown a drastic increase of homelessness in Oregon and the nation and that 

Oregon has the nation’s eighth highest homeless rate (17); and 
  
15.​Whereas, three states, Illinois (18), Rhode Island (19) and Connecticut (20), have now incorporated a 

homeless bill of rights; we believe that the way to create civic accountability is to create a homeless bill of 
rights that will guarantee every Oregon resident the same rights and privileges 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE JACKSON COUNTY DEMOCRATIC PARTY RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 
Section 1: That all members of our communities should have a right to: access shelter during extreme weather; 
move freely; sleep; eat; exchange food in public; have 24-hour access to convenient hygiene facilities. 
 
Section 2: That we implore our state legislature to pass a homeless bill of rights, enforced at the state level, 
that will hold communities accountable if they fail to provide the basic freedoms described in Section 1, above, 
for all community members. 
 
Section 3: That we call on the city councils in Jackson County and our County Commissioners to ensure that 
those residing within their jurisdictions have the basic rights as described in Section 1, above. 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  
Sources Cited 

 
1.​ Supreme Court of the United States on Behalf of Themselves and all Others Similarly Situated 

Certiorari to the United States Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit. (2023). 
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/23-175_19m2.pdf 

 
2.​ University of Cincinnati. (2025, January 6). Stay Awake or Be Arrested: The Increasing 

Criminalization of Homelessness. University of Cincinnati Law Review Blog. 
https://uclawreview.org/2025/01/06/stay-awake-or-be-arrested-the-increasing-criminalization-
of-homelessness/ 

 
3.​ Oregon Health Authority : Oregon Death Data : Death Data : State of Oregon. (2010). 

Oregon.gov; Oregon Death Data : Oregon Health Authority. 
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/birthdeathcertificates/vitalstatistics/death/Pages/index.aspx 

 
4.​ Executive Summary Decriminalizing Homelessness: Why Right to Rest Legislation is the High 

Road for Oregon Acknowledgements. (n.d.). 
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness
_executive-summary_web_final.pdf 

 
5.​ Etling, B. (2024, December 20). Ashland to have a second enhanced law enforcement area — 

and reopened Community Center - Ashland News - Community-Supported, NonProfit News. 
Ashland News - Community-Supported, NonProfit News. 
https://ashland.news/ashland-to-have-a-second-enhanced-law-enforcement-area-and-reopene
d-community-center/ 

 

https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/about-us/Documents/state-of-the-states-housing.pdf
https://www.wweek.com/news/2024/12/28/oregons-homeless-population-is-8th-largest-in-the-nation-hud-count-shows/
https://codes.findlaw.com/il/chapter-775-human-rights/il-st-sect-775-45-10/
https://www.rihomeless.org/hbor
https://www.ctpublic.org/news/2023-10-02/homelessness-declared-public-health-crisis-in-ct-mental-health-services-expanded
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/23pdf/23-175_19m2.pdf
https://uclawreview.org/2025/01/06/stay-awake-or-be-arrested-the-increasing-criminalization-of-homelessness/
https://uclawreview.org/2025/01/06/stay-awake-or-be-arrested-the-increasing-criminalization-of-homelessness/
https://www.oregon.gov/oha/ph/birthdeathcertificates/vitalstatistics/death/Pages/index.aspx
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness_executive-summary_web_final.pdf
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness_executive-summary_web_final.pdf
https://ashland.news/ashland-to-have-a-second-enhanced-law-enforcement-area-and-reopened-community-center/
https://ashland.news/ashland-to-have-a-second-enhanced-law-enforcement-area-and-reopened-community-center/


6.​ U.S. Constitution - Fifth Amendment | Resources | Constitution Annotated | Congress.gov | 
Library of Congress. (1791, December 15). Constitution.congress.gov. 
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-5/ 

 
7.​ U.S. Constitution - Fourteenth Amendment | Resources | Constitution Annotated | Congress.gov 

| Library of Congress. (2020). Congress.gov. 
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-14/ 

 
8.​ U.S. Constitution - Eighth Amendment | Resources | Constitution Annotated | Congress.gov | 

Library of Congress. (n.d.). Constitution.congress.gov. 
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-8/#amendment-8  

 
9.​ ACLU of Oregon, (2017). Decriminalizing Homelessness: Why Right to Rest Legislation is the 

High Road for Oregon (H. Marek, Ed.)  [Review of Decriminalizing Homelessness: Why Right to 
Rest Legislation is the High Road for Oregon]. 
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness
_executive-summary_web_final.pdf 

 
10.​Congress. (2022). U.S. constitution - Fourth Amendment | resources | constitution annotated | 

congress.gov | library of congress. Constitution.congress.gov; Constitution Annotated. 
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-4/  

 
11.​Peiffer, E. (2020, September 16). Five Charts That Explain the Homelessness-Jail Cycle—and How 

to Break It. Urban Institute. 
https://www.urban.org/features/five-charts-explain-homelessness-jail-cycle-and-how-break-it 

 
12.​National Alliance to End Homelessness. (2024, November 21). What causes 

homelessness? National Alliance to End Homelessness; National Alliance to End Homelessness. 
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/what-causes-homelessness/ 

 
13.​Opinion | The Demonization of the Homeless Has Vile Consequences. (2023, May 6). The New 

York Times. 
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/06/opinion/columnists/homeless-jordan-neely.html 

 
14.​Homelessness, U. S. I. C. on. (2024). Homelessness Data & Trends. Usich.gov. 

https://usich.gov/guidance-reports-data/data-trends 
 
15.​(2017). Decriminalizing Homelessness: Why Right to Rest Legislation is the High Road for 

Oregon (H. Marek, Ed.)  [Review of Decriminalizing Homelessness: Why Right to Rest Legislation 
is the High Road for Oregon]. 
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness
_executive-summary_web_final.pdf 

 
16.​Housing, O., & Services, C. (n.d.). Oregon Housing and Community Services | 2024. 

https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/about-us/Documents/state-of-the-states-housing.pdf 
 
17.​Oregon’s Homeless Population Is 8th Largest in the Nation, HUD Count Shows. (2024, December 

28). Willamette Week. 
https://www.wweek.com/news/2024/12/28/oregons-homeless-population-is-8th-largest-in-the
-nation-hud-count-shows/ 

https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-5/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-14/
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-8/#amendment-8
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness_executive-summary_web_final.pdf
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness_executive-summary_web_final.pdf
https://constitution.congress.gov/constitution/amendment-4/
https://www.urban.org/features/five-charts-explain-homelessness-jail-cycle-and-how-break-it
https://endhomelessness.org/homelessness-in-america/what-causes-homelessness/
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/05/06/opinion/columnists/homeless-jordan-neely.html
https://usich.gov/guidance-reports-data/data-trends
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness_executive-summary_web_final.pdf
https://www.aclu-or.org/sites/default/files/field_documents/aclu-decriminalizing-homelessness_executive-summary_web_final.pdf
https://www.oregon.gov/ohcs/about-us/Documents/state-of-the-states-housing.pdf
https://www.wweek.com/news/2024/12/28/oregons-homeless-population-is-8th-largest-in-the-nation-hud-count-shows/
https://www.wweek.com/news/2024/12/28/oregons-homeless-population-is-8th-largest-in-the-nation-hud-count-shows/


 
18.​Illinois Statutes Chapter 775. Human Rights § 45/10 | FindLaw. (2022). Findlaw. 

https://codes.findlaw.com/il/chapter-775-human-rights/il-st-sect-775-45-10/ 
 
19.​Homeless Bill of Rights. (n.d.). End Homelessness RI. https://www.rihomeless.org/hbor 
 
20.​Homelessness declared public health crisis in CT, mental health services expanded. (2023, 

October 2). Connecticut Public. 
https://www.ctpublic.org/news/2023-10-02/homelessness-declared-public-health-crisis-in-ct-m
ental-health-services-expanded 

 
 

 
 

ADOPTED by the Jackson County Democratic Party Central Committee on the 27th day of 
January, 2025. 
  
  
David B. Sours 
David B. Sours 
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